
Year 5  - Term 3

Mountains, Earth 
and Space 

What’s up there, 
what’s out there?



Year 5: What’s out there?

Subject Specific Vocabulary Sticky Knowledge 

about Earth and Space
astronomy Astronomy is the study of outer space, 

focusing on celestial bodies such as 

stars, comets, planets and galaxies. ❑ The sun is a star. It is larger than 

Earth or the moon.

solar system The solar system is made of the eight 

planets that orbit our sun; it is also 

made of asteroids, moons, comets 

and lots more.

❑ The sun appears to move across 

the sky but actually our Earth spins 

on its own axis and takes 24 hours 

(1 day) to rotate. This is what 

causes day and night.
orbit An orbit is a repeating path that one 

celestial body takes around another.

❑ The moon orbits the Earth – it 
takes 27 ½ days (1 month).planet There are 8 planets in our solar system, 

they are Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, 

Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.
❑ As the Earth rotates, it also orbits 

(revolves around) the Sun. It takes 

the Earth one year, or 365 1/4 
days, to completely orbit the Sun.

rotation Rotation is when an object is turned 

around a fixed point.

spherical Spherical is something more or less 

round, in three dimensions like a ball.
Science objectives

crescent 
moon

It is a sliver of the moon that is lit up 

and can be seen. It is less than half 

the moon.

• Describe the movement of the Earth, 
and other planets, relative to the Sun 
in the solar system

• Describe the movement of the Moon 
relative to the Earth

• Describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as 
approximately spherical bodies

• Use the idea of the Earth’s rotation 
to explain day and night, and the 
apparent movement of the sun 
across the sky.

Extra points to know:
❑ Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune are 

gas giants and all have rings.

❑ Pluto lost its status as planet – it is a dwarf 

planet.

❑ Earth is the third planet from the 

sun and the only world known to 

support an atmosphere with free 

oxygen, oceans of liquid water on 

the surface, and life.axis An invisible line around which an 

object rotates.

❑ The Earth, Moon, Sun and planets 

are roughly spherical shapes 

within our solar system.eclipse An eclipse occurs when an 

astronomical object is temporarily 

obscured. A lunar eclipse is when the 

Earth moves between the Sun and the 

Moon, therefore blocking the Sun's 

rays from striking the Moon.

❑ The geocentric model - In 

medieval times the Christian 

Church first thought that the Sun 

and the planets moved around 

the Earth.

❑ Copernicus and Galileo thought 

that the Earth and other plants 

moved around the sun.  This was 

called the heliocentric model.

lunar Is anything related to the moon.
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Geography

Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune



Maths – fractions



Maths – fractions



PSHE



Computing – programming CRUMBLE



RE - Hinduism



Spanish - Seasons



PE - Hockey



PE - Swimming


